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Renowned Indian physicist Rohini M. Godbole (1952–2024) was not only
a leading figure in particle phenomenology but also a tireless advocate for
gender equity in science. She was widely recognized in India and globally,
both within and beyond her field. This newsletter brings together the
voices of two researchers who closely interacted with her, honoring her
lasting impact.
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Indian Institute of Science, 
Bengaluru, India

A 3-day memorial conference took
place from 13th to 15th March 2025,
celebrating the life and work of Prof.
Rohini M. Godbole. See:

https://indico.global/event/8300

An influential pioneer in particle physics
& a champion for women in science

Professor Rohini M. Godbole was an Indian theoretical physicist,
known for her pioneering contributions to high-energy particle
physics phenomenology, particularly in collider physics, focusing
on top quark and Higgs physics.

Born in Pune in 1952, she obtained her BSc from the University
of Pune, followed by an MSc from IIT Bombay, where she was
awarded the Institute Silver Medal. She completed her PhD at
Stony Brook University (SUNY) in 1979, after which she held
research positions at the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research
(TIFR) and the University of Bombay. In 1995, she joined the
Indian Institute of Science (IISc) Bangalore, continuing her re-
search at CHEP-IISc thereafter. She remained at IISc until her
retirement in 2018, after which she continued her research at
CHEP-IISc as an active emeritus professor. In addition to her
work at IISc, Professor Godbole served as a Scientific Associate
at CERN and held numerous visiting professorships at prestigious
institutions worldwide.

She was a strong advocate for women in science, she co-edited
influential books, including "Lilavati’s Daughters" and "The Girl’s
Guide to a Life in Science."

Her achievements were recognised through numerous fellowships
and awards, including the Padma Shri – the fourth-highest civilian
award in India (2019), Ordre National du Mérite (France, 2021),
Meghnad Saha Medal (2007), and S.N. Bose Medal (2008). She
also received honorary doctorates from SNDT University, IIT
Kanpur, and Shiv Nadar University.

Professor Godbole passed away on 25 October 2024. She leaves
behind a legacy of scientific excellence, mentorship, and advocacy
for women in science.
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